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Abstract . A new species, Typhonium vermiforme V. 
D. Nguyen & Croat (Araceae), is described from living 
materials collected from Quang Binh Province in 
central Vietnam. It is similar to T. bachmaense V. D. 
Nguyen & Hett. and T. trilobatum Schott, but differs 
from the first species by its much shorter spathe (ca. 
9 cm long) and the distinctive, filiform  and intertwin¬ 

having a solitary leaf and a pedate leaf blade. 
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was discovered in Tra Noi, Xuan Trach Commune, Bo 

conducted in cooperation between the Institute of 
Ecology, Biological Resources (IEBR) and the Royal 
Botanic Garden, Kew (K) in central Vietnam in 2007. 
It differs from all other previously described species 
(Gagnepain, 1942; Sriboonma et al., 1994; Sookcha- 
loem, 1995; Nguyen & Croat, 1997; Sookchaloem & 
Murata, 1997; Hetterscheid & Nguyen, 2001; Het- 
terscheid et al., 2001; Nguyen & Vu, 2004; Hetter¬ 
scheid & Galloway, 2006). Because the plant is very 

collected, only one voucher was prepared. Its tuber 
was cultivated in Hanoi, but unfortunately it did not 
survive; the plant should therefore be re-collected. 

. D. Nguyen & Croat, sp. 
nov. TYPE: Vietnam. Quang Binh Prov.: Bo 
Trach Distr., Xuan Trach Commune, Tra Noi, 10 
Feb. 2010, V. D. Nguyen, X. P. Vu, R. P. J. Kok, 
T. A. Utteridge, A. Moore, M. Trudgen & M. 
Briggs 2104 (holotype, HN; isotype, K). 
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n bachmaense V. D. Nguyen & Hett. accedit, sed ab eo 

doi: 10.3417/2008091 

Tuberous plant, to 37 cm tall; tuber cylindrical but 
subconical at apex, ca. 2.5 X 1.5 cm, dull white 
outside, white inside. LEAVES solitary; petiole ca. 
36 cm, encrusted by dark spots on dull brown to light 

lobes, the middle lobe sessile, lateral lobes attached 
on stipes 3.5-4 cm, lobes obovate to elliptic or 
lanceolate or diamond-shaped, 12-14.5 X 5-6.5 cm, 
dark green on adaxial surface, base obtuse or 

the acumen 1-2 cm; primary lateral and collective 

in 7 to 11 pairs, collective veins 3-10 mm from 
margin. INFLORESCENCE solitary; peduncle ca. 
S cm, with only 2 cm emerging from leaf sheath, dull 
white to light pink, with elongate, light brown dots; 
spathe ca. 9 cm; spathe tube ovate, ca. 1.5 X 1 cm 
(width at base), dark brown dotted on dull light pink to 

ovate, ca. 4.5 X 1.8 cm (width at widest point), light 
yellow-green. Spadix ca. 16.5 cm; female portion 
conical, ca. 3 X 5 mm (width at base); sterile portion 
ca. 1.7 cm, curved sterile flowers concealed to 6 mm 

cylindrical, ca. 4.5 X 1.5 mm, light pink; appendix 

0.5 cm (width at base), stipe ca. 1.5 mm, dark yellow in 

stigma sessile, discoid, ca. 0.2-0.3 mm diam., light 

apical pores; sterile flowers slender, linear, staminodes 
tv ted and curved together, 3-4 mm, bluntly acumi- 

Distribution and habitat. Typhonium vermiforme 

in shady areas of open forest; it is known from one 

IUCN Red List category. Typhonium v< 

IUCN Red List criteria (IUCN, 2001). The species is 
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